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Inaugurated in 2016, SIGNAL Group’s Annual Conference Series on
Israel’s China Policy draws together senior Israeli and international
participants from government, business, academia, and think-tanks to
assess China-lsrael relations, China’s engagement in the Middle East,
and the geopolitical implications of China’s role on the world stage.
While specific themes vary every year, the mission of the conference
series is to inform lIsraeli policy thinking on evolving relations with
China.

Due to the Hamas attack on Oct. 7, this conference had to be
postponed from December 2023. SIGNAL Group’s annual conference
is now being held 230 days since the October 7" massacre committed
by Hamas, which resulted in first Middle East war in the era of Great
Power Competition (GPC). Of the great powers, the U.S. has played a
key role in the war with inconsistent returns, while China has watched
from the sidelines, seeking to capitalize on America’s deficient
outcomes as they emerge. What had started as a robust projection of
U.S. power and deterrence appears to have devolved into perceived
American overeagerness to avoid escalation and placate domestic
political criticism. Meanwhile, as China has demonstrated increasingly
adversarial positions towards Israel during the war, the strategic ties
that bind Beijing, Moscow, and Teheran have tightened.

SIGNAL Group’s 2024 annual conference aims to empower the Israeli
policy community to address China’s rise against the backdrop of the
evolving geostrategic shifts in the Middle East and on the world stage.

At the conference, SIGNAL Group will publicly launch its signature
expanded strategic agenda — the Global Israel Initiative (Gll). The
premise of the Gll is that the most effective strategy for Israel to
address the U.S.-China rivalry as well as China’s increasingly
contentious positions towards Israel is to act not only as a Middle East
regional power, but also as a middle power in the global arena and
focus on developing its relations with the Indo-Pacific.
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With this in mind, the conference agenda seeks to better understand
China’s policies and positions regarding the Middle East and the world,
to evaluate Europe’s approach to China and the Great Power
Competition, and to explore opportunities and challenges for Israel in
the Indo-Pacific.

By-Invitation-Only. In-Person. Chatham House Rule.

10:00 Gathering and Morning Refreshments

10:15 Welcome
Ms. Carice Witte, Founder & Executive Director, SIGNAL Group

10:30 First Session:
The First Middle East War in the Era of Great Power Competition — Key
Takeaways

This session seeks to take stock and assess the impact of the Great Power
Competition (GPC) on the War in Gaza and on the spillover of hostilities.
Specifically, the session will examine the role of the great powers in addressing
the regional conflagration and its broader ramifications, including maritime
security, and the cross-regional dimensions (e.g. the growing interdependencies
between Europe, the Middle East, and the Indo-Pacific). The session will also
address how the war has affected the calculus of the regional actors, including
Israel and its Arab neighbors, towards the GPC.

Chair: Dr. Nir Boms, Research Fellow and Chairman of the Syria Research Forum
and the Gulf Israel Policy Forum, Moshe Dayan Center, Tel Aviv University

Brig. Gen. (res.) Eran Ortal, Former Commander of IDF's Dado Center for
Multidisciplinary Military Thinking

Mr. Tommy Steiner, Policy Director, SIGNAL Group
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12:00 Lunch Break

12:45 Second Session:
India-Middle East-Europe Corridor (IMEC): A Regional and/or Global
Realignment?

On the sidelines of the G-20 summit in New Delhi in September, leaders of the
U.S., India, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, the EU, Italy, France, and Germany signed a
MoU in which they committed to work together in developing a new India-
Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC). The MoU envisages establishing
railway transit routes connecting the Arabian Gulf and Israeli ports via Jordan.
The plan features running electric and digital cables and energy pipelines along
the route. Although disrupted by the Oct. 7 attack and ensuing war in Gaza, India
and the European countries continue to express considerable interest in
advancing IMEC. In India, IMEC is high on the strategic agenda, whereas three
EU Mediterranean countries — Italy, France, and Greece — are competing among
themselves to designate their respective ports (Trieste, Marseille, and Piraeus)
as IMEC’s European gateway. In spite of the War in Gaza hampering progress,
an lIsraeli application, TRUCKNET, is facilitating a de-facto truck-based transit
route between Bahrain and Dubai to Israel via Saudi Arabia and Jordan. This
session will discuss the evident desire in connectivity between Europe and the
Indo-Pacific via the Middle East and assess the geostrategic and geoeconomic
implications of the evolving realignments.

Chair: Ms. Galit Palzur, Fellow, SIGNAL Group; Board of Directors, Forum Dvorah

Amb. Francesco M. Talo, Senior Advisor to the Minister of Defense of Italy;
Former Diplomatic Advisor to Prime Minister Meloni; Former Permanent
Representative of Italy to NATO

Prof. Kazuto Suzuki, Professor of Science and Technology Policy, Graduate
School of Public Policy, University of Tokyo

Mr. Roi Feder, Managing Director, London and Head of APCQO’s Solutions, APCO

Back to Front Page



https://www.trucknet.io/premier-middle-east-transportation-route/

Open Participation. Registration Required. On-Record

14:30 Reception & Registration

15:00 Welcome: Presenting the Global Israel Initiative (Gll)
Ms. Carice Witte, Founder & Executive Director, SIGNAL Group

Keynote Address

Mr. Mark B. Lambert, China Coordinator and Deputy Assistant Secretary for
China and Taiwan, U.S. Department of State

Israel’s Indo-Pacific Future: From Regional to Middle Power on the Global
Stage

The basic premise of SIGNAL Group’s Global Israel Initiative is that Israel should
not position itself solely as a regional Middle power but as a Middle Power on
the global stage focusing on cultivating ties in the emerging Indo-Pacific arena.
Arguably, this strategic direction offers Israel a most effective path in addressing
China’s increasingly adversarial positions towards Israel and managing the Great
Power Competition (GPC). This session will explore the feasibility of this strategy
and contend with several key questions:

e Intheeraof GPC, do middle powers really matter? What strategic benefits
could Israel derive from this posture? How could this posture affect
China’s approach to Israel?

e Does Israel have an “Indo-Pacific future”? What benefits could Israel yield
from closer ties in the Indo-Pacific and what could Israel contribute to the
Indo-Pacific?

Ms. Carice Witte, Founder & Executive Director, SIGNAL Group

Mr. Jude Blanchette, Freeman Chair in China Studies, Center for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS)
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Amb. Bilahari Kausikan, Chairman, Middle East Institute, National University of
Singapore

Prof. Kazuto Suzuki, Professor of Science and Technology Policy, Graduate
School of Public Policy, University of Tokyo

Brig. Gen. (res.) Dr. Alaa Abu-Rukun, Head of Aerospace & Defense Sector,
Deloitte Israel; Former Military Secretary to the President and Former IDF
Military Attaché to China

Europe and China-U.S. Relations: Should Israel Take Notes?

The approach of the European Union (EU) towards China in recent years seems
to be continuously evolving. Last year, the EU’s Commission President, Ursula
von der Leyen, stated that the way Europe manages its relations with China “will
be a determining factor for our future economic prosperity and national
security.” While China seeks to distance Europe from the U.S., the China policies
of the Transatlantic allies is more aligned than ever before. China’s position on
the war in Ukraine and its relations with Russia seem to have facilitated the
policy convergence across the Atlantic Ocean. Although Chinais the EU’s second
largest trading partner, Europe is managing an elaborate balancing act between
selective engagement and maintaining its resilience and strategic autonomy by
“de-risking”. Notably a growing number of European countries have recently
published national China or Indo-Pacific strategies. What lessons could Israel
learn from Europe?

Amb. Francesco M. Talo, Senior Advisor to the Minister of Defense of Italy;
Former Diplomatic Advisor to Prime Minister Meloni; Former Permanent
Representative of Italy to NATO

Dr. XU Zhaoying, Department for European Studies, China Institute of
International Studies (CIIS)

Message on Behalf of the Hostages and Missing Families Forum

Mr. Udi Goren, Cousin of Tal Haimi z”’I; Hamas murdered him and kidnapped his
body to Gaza
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The View from China: The Global Arena, the Middle East, and Israel

In recent years, China has adopted an assertive approach to managing its foreign
policy and seeking to claim its rightful place on the world stage. What many in
the West consider to be aggressive policies aiming to reshape global order and
establish Chinese hegemony is dismissed by China as “reactionary Cold War
mentality” designed to contain and humiliate China. To better understand the
Chinese outlook, three leading Chinese policy experts on international affairs
and Middle East will offer their perspective on current international affairs and
relations with the Middle East and Israel.

Prof. HUANG Renwei, Executive Vice Dean, Fudan Institute of Belt and Road &
Global Governance, Fudan University

Prof. NIU Xinchun, Academic Vice President, Ningxia University; Vice President,
China Middle East Society; Council Member, Chinese People’s Institute of
Foreign Affairs

Prof. HONGDA Fan, Middle East Studies Institute (MESI), Shanghai International
Studies University (SISU)

One-on-One:
The View from Israel — China Policy and Managing the China-U.S. Rivalry

Mr. Nitzan Horowitz, Former Minister of Health and Member of the Security
Cabinet

Beijing, Moscow, Teheran: A Tale of Three Cities — What it Means for the World
and Israel

This session will assess the growing ties among China, Russia, and Iran and their
impact on the trajectory of the Great Power competition, on regional security in
the Middle East, and Israel’s national security.

Prof. Dima Adamsky, Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy and Strategy,
Reichman University
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Dr. ZHAO Hai, Director, International Political Studies, National Institute for
Global Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Mr. Yuval Shereshevsky, Former Head of the Research Division in the Prime
Minister’s Office

Dr. Meena Singh Roy, Fellow, SIGNAL Group; Former Head West Asia and
Eurasia, MP- IDSA, Delhi; Senior Fellow & Head, West Asia and Central Asia,
Tillotoma Foundation, Delhi; Distinguished Fellow, MEI, Delhi

18:30 One-on-One:
How Should Israel Address China’s Rise?

Mr. Efraim Halevy, Former Chief of the Mossad
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Brig. Gen. (res.) Dr. Alaa Abu-Rukun is Head of Aerospace & Defense
Sector, Deloitte, Israel. Prior to entering the private sector, Dr. Abu-
Rukun led a distinguished career in the IDF for more than three
decades, during which he held command and staff positions in the
Paratroopers Brigade and in the Intelligence Division. He served as
the Military Secretary to the President of the State of Israel and as
Military Attaché

to China.

Prof. Dmitry (Dima) Adamsky is a full professor at the School of
Government, Diplomacy and Strategy and the Head of the BA Honors
Track in Strategic Studies at Reichman University, Israel. His previous
affiliations include Harvard and Columbia Universities, the
Norwegian Institute for Defense Studies, and the Center for Eastern
European Studies at the University of Zurich. He has extensively
published on military innovations, strategic culture, nuclear strategy,
and U.S., Russian and Israeli national security. Prior to his academic
career, in his positions in the Israeli Ministry of Defense and the IDF,
Prof. Adamsky has carried out intelligence analysis and strategic
policy planning.

Jude Blanchette holds the Freeman Chair in China Studies at the
Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). Previously, he
was engagement director at the Conference Board’s China Center for
Economics and Business in Beijing, where he researched China’s
political environment with a focus on the workings of the Communist
Party of China and its impact on foreign companies and investors.
Blanchette is a public intellectual fellow at the National Committee
on United States-China Relations and serves on the board of the
American Mandarin Society. He holds an MA in modern Chinese
studies from Oxford and a BA in economics from Loyola University in
Maryland.
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Dr. Nir Boms is a research fellow at Tel Aviv University’s Moshe
Dayan Center and at the International Institute for Counter-
Terrorism (ICT) at Reichman University. He is a member of the
board of the Israeli Council of Foreign Relations and the Institute
for Monitoring Peace and Cultural Tolerance in Schools and the
Co-Founder of CyberDissidents.org. He holds a PhD from the
University of Haifa, two Masters degrees in Political Science and
in Judaic Studies from the University of Maryland, as well as a
Bachelor degree in Education and Political Science from the
University of Haifa.

Prof. HONGDA Fan is a professor at the Middle East Studies
Institute at Shanghai International Studies University. Currently, he
is a visiting scholar at UC Berkeley. He is mainly engaged in the
study of Middle Eastern politics and international relations and has
published four monographs and various academic articles. Since
2010, he has conducted in-depth studies in Israel, Palestine,
Turkey, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Iran.

Roi Feder is managing director of APCO’s London office, and head
of APCO Global Solutions, APCO’s geopolitical practice. Mr. Feder
advises clients on government engagement and strategic
communication programs. Previously, he served as managing
director of APCOs operations in Israel. He has served as the senior
advisor to the Government of Israel’'s “China-India-Japan Fund”
program. Mr. Feder holds a MA in Public Policy from the Tel Aviv
University School of Government. He earned his BA in International
Relations and East Asian Studies from the Hebrew University in
Jerusalem.
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Amb. Efraim Halevy was the ninth Director of the Mossad, serving
from 1998-2002 and then headed Israel’s National Security
Council, followed by a stint as Israel’s Ambassador to the
European Union. Born in England in 1934, he immigrated to Israel
with his family in 1948.

Halevy was bestowed a special medal by the director of the CIA
for his contribution to promoting Israel-U.S. relations and with a
Istiglal (first class) medal of the Kingdom of Jordan for his
contribution to Israel-Jordan relations. He is the laureate of the
Chaim Herzog Award for his contribution to Israel’s security and
foreign relations.

Mr. Nitzan Horowitz is a former Minister of Health and member of
the Security Cabinet, serving from 2021 to 2022. He was a leader
of the Meretz political party and served two full terms as Member
of Knesset (2009-2015) for Meretz. Prior to his political career, he
was a long-time journalist and TV news personality, and served as
chief U.S. correspondent and commentator for Channel 2 News. In
2014, he was granted the Outstanding Parliamentarian Award by
the Israeli Institute for Democracy and founded “Israel Hofsheet”,
an NGO to promote pluralism and reject religious coercion.

Prof. HUANG Renwei is the Executive Vice Dean at the Fudan
Institute of Belt and Road & Global Governance at Fudan
University. He is the former Vice President of Shanghai Academy
of Social Sciences. He holds a PhD in American History and his
academic work “The Time and Space of China’s Rise” (2002) has
been widely quoted in China. He serves as deputy director of
Shanghai Municipal Center for International Studies, vice
chairman of Shanghai Association of International Relations, vice
chairman of Shanghai Association for American Studies, and
director of the Pudong Institute for US Economy.
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Ambassador Bilahari Kausikan is Chairman of the Middle East
Institute, an autonomous institute of the National University of
Singapore. Having led a distinguished diplomatic career in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Singapore for nearly four decades,
Ambassador Kausikan was Permanent Secretary of the Ministry
from 2010 to 2013 after serving as Second Permanent Secretary
since 2001. He was subsequently Ambassador-at-Large until May
2018. His earlier appointments at the Ministry include Deputy
Secretary for South-east Asia, Permanent Representative to the
United Nations in New York, and Ambassador to the Russian
Federation. He was educated at Raffles Institution, the University
of Singapore, and Columbia University in New York.

Mark Lambert is State Department China Coordinator and U.S.
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State in the Bureau of East Asia and
Pacific Affairs. He oversees the Office of China Coordination and
the Office of Taiwan Coordination. Mr. Lambert has extensive
experience in China, cross-Strait, and Asia Pacific affairs. He most
recently served as Deputy Assistant Secretary with responsibility
for Japan, Korea, Mongolia, Australia, New Zealand, and the Pacific
Islands. Earlier he established the International Organizations
Bureau’s office aimed at protecting UN integrity from
authoritarianism.

Professor NIU Xinchun is Academic Vice President at Ningxia
University. He is the Vice President of the China Middle East
Society and is a Council Member of the Chinese People’s Institute
of Foreign Affairs. He formerly headed the Middle East Studies
Institute at the China Institutes of Contemporary International
Relations (CICRS). His studies mainly focus on security and
geopolitics of the Middle East, U.S. strategy towards the Middle
East as well as China’s interest in and policies towards the region.
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Brig. Gen. (res.) Eran Ortal recently retired from the IDF and his last
position was commander of th Dado Center for Interdisciplinary
Military Studies. He now teaches Defense Strategy at Reichman
University, serves as a senior consultant for strategy and
technology at the Israeli MOD, and is a senior fellow at the Begin-
Sadat Center for Strategic Studies at Bar Ilan University. A well-
known military thinker, Ortal’s published work focuses on
operational planning and IDF force design at the general staff level.
Ortal played a role in strategic thought processes in the IDF’s
Military Intelligence Directorate and in the Ground Forces.

Galit Palzur is a member of the executive board of Forum Dvorah
and a Fellow of SIGNAL Group. An economist, specializing in
corporate risk management of natural disasters and extreme
events, she advises private and public bodies and is a mentor to
start-ups and female entrepreneurs. Palzur served in several high-
level positions in the Ministries of Environmental Protection and
of Finance and served on the boards of government-held
companies, funds and statutory entities.

Writing her PhD dissertation at the Poznan University of
Economics and Business, Palzur has a B.A. in Economics and
International Relations and an M.A. in International Relations and
European Studies, both from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

Dr. Meena Singh Roy is a seasoned Indian researcher of West Asia
(Middle East). Formerly with the Manohar Parrikar Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses (MP-IDSA) where she headed the
West Asia and Eurasia research team, she is a Fellow of SIGNAL
Group. Concurrently, she is Senior Fellow & Head, West Asia and
Central Asia for the Tillotoma Foundation and a Distinguished
Fellow at the Middle East Institute (MEI) in Delhi. Prior to joining
IDSA, she was associated with the Department of African Studies
at the Delhi University, the Institute of Commonwealth Studies,
SOAS, and LSE.
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Yuval Shereshevsky is a senior intelligence and cyber consultant
who led a distinguished career in Israel’s intelligence community.
In his last position, Mr. Shershevsky was Head of the Research
Division in the Prime Minister’s Office and led a team of some 100
analysts focusing on Israel’s national security. His main areas of
interest include Iran, Syria, Lebanon and Hezbollah, Gulf, Terror,
conventional and unconventional power building and
cyberwarfare. He is a Co-Founder of the Institute for Israel-Africa
Relations.

Tommy Steiner is the Policy Director of SIGNAL Group. Steiner is
an Honorary Fellow of the Middle East Institute (MEI) at the
National University of Singapore and concurrently, an Adjunct
Lecturer on International Relations and Strategic Studies at
Reichman University. Before joining SIGNAL Group, Steiner was a
senior research fellow at Reichman University’s Institute for
Policy and Strategy, managed the Herzliya Conference Series, and
was the executive director of the Atlantic Forum of Israel. Tommy
earned his MA (cum laude) in International Relations from the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Prof. Kazuto Suzuki is Professor of Science and Technology Policy
at the Graduate School of Public Policy at the University of Tokyo,
Japan. Concurrently, Prof. Suzuki is Director & Economic Security
Group Head at the Institute of Geoeconomics of the International
House of Japan. He graduated from the Department of
International Relations at Ritsumeikan University and earned his
Ph.D. from the University of Sussex. He served as an expert in the
Panel of Experts for Iranian Sanction Committee under the United
Nations Security Council from 2013 to July 2015. He has been the
President of the Japan Association of International Security and
Trade.
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Amb. Francesco Maria Talo is a Senior Advisor to Italy’s Defense
Minister and until recently served as the Diplomatic Advisor to the
Prime Minister of Italy, Giorgia Meloni. Amb. Talo is career
diplomat for nearly three decades, having held posts in Japan,
Germany, New York, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. From 2012-2017,
he was Italy’s Ambassador to Israel. In 2019, Amb. Talo was
appointed as Italy’s Permanent Representative to NATO and
served until 2021.

Ms. Carice Witte is the Founder and Executive Director of SIGNAL
Group. She initiated Chinese-Israeli Track-Il exchanges in 2011. The
same year, Witte launched Israel Studies Programs (ISPs) at
universities across China, training faculty in Israel. Having led over
1,000 briefings in China and Israel, she established an annual
conference on Israel’s China policy in 2016 and a semi-annual
China-Israel and annual China-Israel-U.S. Track-Il dialogue in 2017.
Witte was a key contributor to SIGNAL Group’s expanded strategy,
the Global Israel Initiative. Witte is a board member of the Israel
Council on Foreign Relations. She made aliya in 1987.

Dr. XU Zhaoying is a research fellow at the China Institute of
International Studies (CIIS), a think-tank of China’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. Her research areas focus on EU integration, China-
EU relations and China-Germany relations. Dr. XU received her
Master’s degree from the LSE, and her doctorate from Peking
University. She worked as a visiting scholar at the Free University
of Berlin. Previously, she worked for China Business News and has
published dozens of books, papers, and opinion articles.
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Dr. ZHAO Hai is the Director of International Politics program at
the National Institute for Global strategy at the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences (CASS). Concurrently, he is a
research fellow at CASS’s Institute of World Economics and
Politics (IWEP-CASS). Dr. ZHAO holds a PhD in international
history from the University of Chicago and a Master’s in Asia-
Pacific Studies from Peking University. He studied at the Johns
Hopkins University -Nanjing University Center for Chinese and
American Studies. Dr. ZHAO worked at various think thanks in
China and the United States.
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